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ABSTRACT

This short paper reports on a preliminary survey for the Bengal Florican Eupodotis

bengaJensis blandini. undertaken in two provinces of eastern Cambodia during the  1996 dry

season. During the survey, anecdotal reports of Bengal Floricans were received from villagers

at two localities in Prey Veng Province, where they were reported to be seasonal visitors,

occurring during the rainy season (June to December). The difficulty of locating grassland

habitat suitable for Bengal Floricans during the survey is a reflection of the overall decline

natural grasslands have recently undergone throughout Cambodia, and because some wet

grasslands are seasonal and nourish only during the rdiny season. Whilst there have been

significant recent developments in conservation in Cambodia, natural grasslands are not yet

considered a conservation priority. The conservation of this species can only be addressed

with significantly improved knowledge of its status and distribution, and increased understand-
ing of the conservation value of grasslands amongst decision makers. A simple framework for

future Bengal Florican surveys is proposed.
















