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ABSTRACT 
 

 Many criminal and behavioral problems of teenagers resulted from disciplinary practices.  

The research results showed that male teens had disciplinary problems more than female teens.  

However, developing teen discipline should start in the families.    The purposes of this study were  

1) to investigate psychological and situational factors on police fathers’ disciplinary practices;                   

2) to examine the structural model of possible antecedents of their disciplinary practices;                               

3) to study the relationship between their disciplinary practices and their sons’ psychological                   

and behavioral characteristics; and 4) to pinpoint the certain group of police fathers who were   

urgently needed for training and the important antecedents of disciplinary practices of this group.  

Stratified quota random sampling was employed to obtain 752 families (752 police fathers and                 

752 sons).     The questionnaires in this study were in terms of summated rating scales.    For            

fathers’ tests, range of reliability was from 0.64 to 0.92 and range of t-ratio was from 6.89 to                     

34.57.     For sons’ tests, range of reliability was from 0.76 to 0.85 and range of t-ratio was from  

10.02 to 31.47.    Four statistical approaches were employed to test 7 hypotheses: 1) Three - way  

and Two - way Analysis of Variance with Scheffe’ post - hoc comparisons, 2) Stepwise Multiple  

Regression Analysis, 3) Canonical Correlation, and 4) Path Analysis using LISREL program.                 

The data were analyzed both in the total samples and sub - samples categorized by their biosocial  
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background variables.     Moreover, data were analyzed to identify police fathers who were at a risk  

in having less disciplinary practices.     Results from this study were summarized into 6 important  

groups of findings as follows: 1) Four psychological characteristics, namely moral reasoning                   

ability, favorable attitude towards the targeted son, future orientation and self - control, and job  

stress, could account for 20.3 percent - 30.8 percent of various paternal disciplinary practices,                  

with the highest predictive percentage in the commissioned officers.    The important predictors                       

were favorable attitudes towards the targeted son, and future orientation and self - control.    2) Four    

familial and two social factors, namely good relationship with wife, spouse support in parenting  

duty, intimacy, ancestors’ behavior traits, social acceptance, and disciplinary norm, could account  

for 34.7 percent - 54.4 percent of various parental disciplinary practices, with the highest predictive    

percentage in the younger father (  45 years old).     The important predictors were spouse support  

in parenting duty, intimacy, and ancestors’ behavior traits.    3) Three psychological states, namely  

locus of control on disciplinary practices, favorable attitude towards disciplinary practices,                    

and favorable attitude towards disciplinary behaviors, could account for 22.5 percent - 37.5 percent  

of various paternal disciplinary practices, with higher predictive percentages in the commissioned  

officers and in fathers groups with high school sons.    The important predictors were all of them.                  

4) All three categories above could account for 40.2 percent - 58.7 percent of four paternal  

disciplinary practice behaviors, namely love - support and reason child - rearing practices,                 

discipline - oriented role models, and behavior changing relevant to discipline.    The important  

predictors were favorable attitudes towards the targeted son, intimacy, and ancestors’ behavior    

traits, and favorable attitude towards disciplinary behavior.    These variables could account for  

71.4 percent for four paternal disciplinary practices in the commissioned officers.    5) Seven  

variables, namely, favorable attitudes towards the targeted son, spouse support in parenting duty,   

intimacy, ancestors’ behavior traits, locus of control on disciplinary practices, favorable attitude  

towards disciplinary practices, and favorable attitude towards disciplinary behavior had both                   

direct and indirect effects on parental disciplinary practice behavior.    6) Five paternal disciplinary  

practice behavior could account for 25.9 percent in non - commissioned officers, 41.2 percent                     

in commissioned officers, 15.8 percent in less intimacy, and 34.5 percent in more intimacy of                 

sons’ psychological and behavioral characteristics.    The urgent father group for disciplinary  

training was the commissioned officers with sons’ age over 15.    The important antecedents for this  

group were favorable attitude towards disciplinary behaviors, favorable attitude towards disciplinary  

practices, locus of control on disciplinary practices, favorable attitudes towards the targeted son,   

intimacy, ancestors’ behavior traits, and spouse support in parenting duty. 
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