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Khao Yai was established as Thailand's first national park in 1962. Khao Yai
National Park (KYNP) is located in the eastern Dongrak Range of the Korat Plateau in
central Thailand between 14? 05? N to 14? 15? Nand 10I? 05? E to WI? 52? E. It covers
2.168 km2 within four provinces: Saraburi, Nakhon Nayok, Nakhon Ratchasima and
prcrchinburi. It was designated as one of the ten ASEAN Heritage Parks and Reserves in
1981.

The general topography of the park is mountainous and the elevation ranges from
approximately 50 m to1,350 m above mean sea level. It contains four headwatersheds:
Prachinburi, Nakhon Nayok, Lam Takhong and Lam Phra Phloeng. The vegetation types
of KYNP were classified into 6 cover types dry evergreen forest, tropical rainforest, hill
evergreen forest mixed-deciduous forest, grassland with secondary growth and agriculture
areas. The mean annual rainfall and temperature is 2,788 mm and 23 ?C, respectively.

Species diversity of KYNP is very high. This great diversity offers potential
economic benefits to the region and the country. So far, 71 species of mammals, 333
birds, 35 reptiles and 18 amphibians have been recorded. Also, 200 tree species have been
estimated. A flora and fauna inventory is important to improve KYNP knowledge and
management. However, the inventory has not yet been completed.

Introduction

Protected areas are economically important throughout the Southeast Asian
region, providing destination for the multi-billion dollar tourist industry, protecting
watersheds which support irrigation systems, and conserving species of plants and
animals which make numerous contributions to society (Mackinnon et a1. 1986).
Currently, there are 178 protected areas (65 national parks, 18 marine national
parks, 44 wildlife sanctuaries and 51 non-hunting areas) in-Thailand. Khao Yai was
established as Thailand's first national park in 1962. Species diversity ofKhao Yai
National Park (KYNP) is very high. This great diversity offers potential economic
benefits to the region and the country.

Geography

KYNP is located in the eastern Dongrak Range of the Korat Plateau in
central Thailand between 140 05' N to 140 15' N and 1010 05' E to 1010 52' E
(Trisurat 1997). It covers 2,168 km2 within 4 provinces: Saraburi, Nakhon Nayok,



Nakhon Ratchasima and Prachinburi (Figure 1). It was designated as one of the ten
ASEAN Heritage Parks and Reserves in 1981.

Topography

The general topography of KYNP is mountainous and the elevation ranges
from approximately 50 m to 1350 m above mean sea level. It contains 4
headwatersheds: Prachinburi Basin, Nakhon Nayok Basin, Lam Takhong Basin and
Lam Phra Phloeng Basin. (Kasetsart University 1982; National Park Division 1986;
Trisurat 1997)

Climate

KYNP receives both the southwest and northeast monsoons. The Phanom
Dongrak Mountain Range lines perpendicular to the direction of the Southwest
monsoon from the Andaman Sea thus experiencing heavy rainfall throughout the
rainy season (July to October) (National Park Division 1986; Trisurat 1997). In
addition, the area may get water from typhoons originating in the South China Sea.
The mean annual rainfall is 2,788 mm and the mean annual temperature is 21°C.
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Figure 1. Location of Khao Yai National Park.
Source:NationalPark Division(1986).
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Appendix 1. List of dominant plants in Khao Yai National Park.



Appendix 2. Status of some wild animals in Khao Yai National Park.
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Appendix 2. Status of some wild animals in Khao Yai National Park. (Con't).

Appendix 3. List of some birds in Khao Yai National Park.



Appendix 3. List of some birds in Khao Yai National Park. (Cont't)


