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ABSTRACT

Continental fresh waters of tropical Asia are inhabited by 5 genera and 15 freshwater
species of the predominantly marine percomorph family Ambassidae (formerly known as

Chandidae). Pakistan has 3 species; India has 6; Nepal, Bangladesh, Burma, Thailand, and

Cambodia each have 4; and Indonesia has 6. These fishes are notably diverse, including

two specialized monotypic genera of scale-eaters and one scale-less genus in which males

have greatly expanded and colorful dorsal and anal fins. Three new species are described,
Gymnochanda flamea from southern Borneo, Parambassis tenasserimensis from the

biogeographic ally isolated Tenasserim basin in southeastern .Burma, and the elegant

Parambassis vollmer; from the Salween basin of Burma and Thailand. Significant range

extensions include Parambassis lala (previously known only from Pakistan, India, and
Bangladesh) from the Irrawaddy basin and Parambassis apogonoides (previously known

only from Indonesia) from the Pahang basin in peninsular Malaysia and the Mekong basin

in Cambodia and southern Laos (below Lee Pee Waterfalls).
























































