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A record of the Grey-bellied Tesia Tesia cyalliventer
(Aves: Sylviidae) from Doi Inthanon, Northern Thailand

Three species of the genus Tesia are known to occur in Thailand: Chestnut-headed Tesia
T. castaneocoronata, Slaty-bellied Tesia T. cyaniventer, and Grey-bellied Tesia T. cyaniventer
(KING  ET   AL., 1975). Whereas the former two species are fairly common in the undergrowth
of montane forest at several localities in northern Thailand (ROUND, 1983; LEKAGUL &
ROUND, 1991), cyaniventer was hitherto known in Thailand from a single specimen in the
collection of Dr. Boonsong Lekagul (No. K 3600), a male collected on 25 January 1959
at ca. 1,400 m, on Doi Phu Kha, located at ca. 19o 04' N,    1O1o Ol ' E in Pua District, Nan
Province (P. D. Round, in litt.).

The identity of the grey-bellied tesias of mainland Asia has been debated in the literature
for a long time. The two taxa have often been treated as dark-and pale-bellied forms of
a single species, notwithstanding Ludlow's extensive account (in LUDLOW & KINNEAR,
1937) of their respective diagnostic characters and apparent altitudinal segregation (LUDLOW
& KINNEAR, 1937; All & RIPLEY, 1973).

When examining the holdings of the genus Tesia in United States National Museum
of Natural History (USNM), Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., the author noted
a single specimen of cyaniventer which was identified by its collector as olivea, among
a small series of olivea collected on Doi Inthanon (Chiang Mai Province, northern Thailand).
The details are listed below.




