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ABSTRACT

Migrated from Sahara Desert since the Mesolithic Age, a primitive tribe called
"Sakai” descendants of the Negrito race, settled in King Amphoe Than To, Yala Province,
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in the southern part of Thailand. Fertile hills with streams or waterfalls close by and surrounded
by forests are their favourite habitation. Although the tribe has been considered very primitive
in its civilization and culture, it has democratic way of ruling. The leader of the tribe is elected
from one of the intelligent senior Sakais. The family structure is monogamy, and married
women practise family planning by taking a certain kind of herb as contraception when they
are not ready to have children. The unmarried women strictly preserve their virginity till marriage.
The Sakais has its own custom and tradition for marriage, funeral, education and costume.

Hunting, cutting wood, searching for herbs and collecting forest products are simple
ways for the Sakais to earn their living. The uncreative behaviour thus causes poverty among
the tribe. The Government puts much efforts to provide the Sakais with cultivable lands for
their permanent settlement. Unfortunately, this plan seems abortive because the Sakais are hardly

adaptable to the agrarian life.
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