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GEM MINING AND PROCESSING IN CHANTHABURI
AND TRAT PROVINCES
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ABSTRACT

Data obtained by observation and interview with gem miners in Chanthaburi
and Trat provinces revealed that traditional gem mining tends to be abandoned. In the
past, people simply searched gems in top soil; they used hand-pan to Separate gems
from pebbles and sand, collected from the beach or stream. Sometimes they dug in the
field and at the foothill. Occasionally, they found blue sapphire, ruby, garnet, green and
Star sapphires.

Later on other mining technology such as water injector was introduced.
While increasing and ensuring mineral yield, this new technological method destroys not
only environmental conditions but also a focal mining culture.
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The finding gems are shaped and dressed before cutting by traditional method
descended for a century. At present, with the help- of electricity, the process Is easier.
Nowadays, natural gems can be heated for desired colours. Some unusable precious
gems are pasted with low value ones and cut to desired shapes.
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