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ABSTRACT

The Southern Thai house is an example of folk architecture developed from shelters of cavemen
and sea gypsies who were the indigenous people of the southern part of Thailand. The early type of this
kind of house used ivy plants as fasteners of the structures built on stilts with slanted roofs and jutted eaves
with a terrace added later. According to tradition, the house was built to face the east. When there was a
settlement and the growth of the community, tools, particularly carpentry tools, were developed, the
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structure of the house was joined by wedges instead of its original style. Its stills became larger and
Stronger. An annexation was added as a kitchen which was separated from the main house linked by a
porch. In the later stage, the Southern Thai houses changed their styles, influenced by foreign traders
residing in the south. The styles of roofs were Panya, Blano or a combination of the two. The materials used
were tiles and bricks made from clay or cement and sand. The structure of the house was of cement for the
first floor and wood for the upper floor. At present, this house style can still be seen in the villages and in
the suburbs. The Southern Thai house not only reflects its harmony with the environment but also reflects
cultural and utility values. The aesthetic values of the Southern Thai house are rather unique as well.
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