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Abstract 

 This paper is a comparative study of the meaning and origin of the word �Lao Theung� created by the Thai 
and Lao members of the elite to describe the Kha stereotype. Thailand attempted to convert the North-Eastern 
ethnic group to Thai nationality to support the centralization to Bangkok. Laos made an effort to expand their 
definition of �Lao-ness� to cover Kha and other ethnic groups in the Lao state to legitimize the 1975 Revolution. 
This caused the disappearance of �Lao Theung� from Thai history but the widespread use of the term in Lao 
history and the creation of the ethnic groupse identities in the modern state of Laos.    
 
Keywords: Kha, Lao-ness, Lao Theung 
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