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Sighting kouprey in Forested Areas in Thailand: Opportunity for conservation of

trans-boundary wildlife
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ABSTRACT

Kouprey or Cambodian wild ox (Bos sauveli) is listed as a reserved species in Thailand and
extinct species. Its habitat extends the lowland deciduous forests across the borders of Lao PDR,
Cambodia and Thailand, so called the Emerald Triangle. Kouprey was first accidentally found in Chhep
Province, Cambodia next to Ubon Ratchathani Province in B.E. 2480. In Thailand, the Late Dr.
Boonsong Lekakul sighted kouprey’s tracts in Phnom Donglak Range. Meanwhile, Thai forestry
officials reported that a herd of wild ox immigrated to Surin Province in B.E. 2488. However, field
survey has been suspended since the Indochina War in 1970. In the last 10 years, there were new reports
of kouprey sightings in this region and it is expected kouprey was already extinct from the glob.
However, the newly speculation of kouprey sighting in Phu-Jong Na-Yoi National Park, Thailand by
park officials published in Thai newspaper in November 2006 has refreshed wildlife scientists and the
public again even though there is no sound scientist data support.

The objectives of this paper were to compile ecology and behavior of kouprey, previous
surveys and sightings both in Thailand and neighboring countries in order to encourage conservationists
and responsible agencies to pay attention to habitat and wildlife conservation in the Emerald Triangle
landscape nevertheless kouprey does not exist. This is due to this forested landscape still inhabits
abundant endangered species such as Asian elephant, tiger, gaur, banteng, Giant Ibis, white-wing wood
duck, vultures, and freshwater crocodile. In addition, cooperation of tri-national parties to eliminate
human pressures on habitat and wildlife is every essential for long-term persistence of these landscape

species.
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