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ABSTRACT

Revision of the genus Boesenbergia (Zingiberaceae) in Thailand resulted in the

recognition of 13 species. A key to the Thai species with descriptions and illustrations, and

infonnation on their distribution, ecology and vernacular names are presented.

INTRODUCTION

Boesenbergia is a genus of small rhizomatous herbs, mostly growing on the floor
of the forest. About 40 species of the genus are distributed in tropical Asia. The genus has
been treated by: BAKER  (1890) for India, including two new species formerly described by
WALLICH(1830); SCHUMANN   (1904) for Borneo and Sumatra, and much later SMITH
(1982) added eight new species; GAGNEPAIN (1908) for Indochina; VALETON  (1918) for
Java and Malaysia; RIDLEY(1924) and HOLTTUM                    (1950) for the Malay Peninsula.

The type species of Boesenbergia is Gastrochilus pulcherrima Wall. According
to the International Botanical Nomenclature Gastrochilus is invalid, being a later homo-
nym of ar. orchidaceous genus (HOLTTUM,         1950).

In Thailand 13 species of  Boesenbergia are now recorgnized. A key to the Thai
species, with descriptions, illustrations, and notes on their distribution, ecology and ver-
nacular names is presented.
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