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ABSTRACT

Birds were surveyed in the Vientiane Forestry College Training and Model Forest
(TMF) in Sangthong District, Vientiane, from mid-February to mid-March 1996. Incidental

observations were made of large mammals. The original lowland forest of the area is heavily
degraded except for very small patches, but a rich bird community still occurs. Populations

of certain birds and mammals have been depleted by hunting. some to local extinction, al-
though others notoriously sensitive to hunting remain, because of acceptance, unusual in Laos,
by villagers of restrictions. Seventeen bird species of elevated conservation concern (Key

Species) were found, and 10 of mammals; of these three and four, respectively, are considered

Globally Threatened. All forest Key Species except one found were in semi-evergreen forest,

comprising extensive logged areas now dominated by giant bamboo, and relict uncleared

patches on hillocks and ridges in the centre of the TMF. Two large islands in the Mekong

channel held five Key Species of bird not found in the TMF. The most important populations

of Key Species in the TMF at a global level are Short-tailed Parrotbill Paradoxomis davidianus,

Jerdon's Bushchat Saxicola jerdoni, a gibbon Hylobates as yet unidentified, Inornate Squirrel
Callosciurus inomatus, Asian Elephant Elephas maximus and wild cattle Bas sp. As well as

the above, populations of Pompadour Pigeon Treron pompadora, Rufous-throated Fulvetta
Alcippe rufogularis and Plain Martin Riparia paludicola are nationally important. Bamboo

Woodpecker Gecinulus viridis was widespread: this is the first confirmation of its occurrence

east of the Mekong. There have been no similar surveys in Laos to the north of the site and

such surveys would probably change the perceived importance of the TMF.




















































