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ABSTRACT

The ecological and geographical distributions of laccifera lacquer trees (Gluta laccifera
(Pierre) Ding Hou) were investigated from herbarium specimens and field observation
thorough Thailand. The trees were found to be distributed throughout 25 provinces mostly in
castern parts of Thailand. Laccifera lacquer trees proliferate in dry deciduous dipterocarp
forest, in association with Dipterocarpus tuberculatus and Shorea obtusa as well as D.
obtusifolius and Shorea siamensis and also in dry seasonal evergreen forest. The trees can be
found in areas with an average annual rainfall of 1,070-2,187 mm and various altitudinal
levels ranging from 10 to 600 m above sea level on sandy or sandy-loam soils that are
lightly acidic and have low nutrient status. The demographic status of this species is currently
considered to be “threatened” as indicated by the low density of trees with GBH > 30 cm
(1-7 stem/ha). The deterioration in the population density has been caused by forest fire,
illegal forest encroachment and logging. To efficiently implement the genetic resources
conservation of this species for sustainable management and utilization in the future, the
basic data on its ecological and geographical distributions should be exhaustively clarified.

Keywords: laccifera lacquer tree, ecological characteristics, geographical distribution,
Gluta laccifera, demographic status
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Figure 1 Morphological characteristics of Gluta laccifera (Pierre) Ding Hou.: A = tree
form; B = leaves; C=flowers; D, E and F = fruits development.
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Kornburi, Nakhon
Ratchasima

Khong Jiam, Ubon
Ratchathani

Non Sa-aat
Udon Thani

Family

Botanical name

Thai name
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Malvaceae

Grewia eriocarpa Juss.
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Malvaceae

Sterculia guttata Roxb.
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Moraceae

Artocarpus lacucha Roxb.
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Bridelia retusa (L.) A.Juss. Phyllanthaceae
Phyllanthus emblica L.

<
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Phyllanthaceae

wzvwilen

Phyllanthaceae
Rubiaceae

Aporosa villosa (Wall.ex Lindl.) Baill.

Gardenia sootepensis Hutch.

Tan

A
Muoa

Thai J. For. 30 (2) : 69-79 (2011)

-

fmennan

[

Rubiaceae

Mitragyna rotundifolia (Roxb.) Kuntze
Rothmannia witii (Craib) Bremek.
Haldina cordifolia (Roxb.) Ridsdale
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Rubiaceae
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Rubiaceae
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Sapotaceae

Madhuca thorelii (Dubard) H.J. Lam.

Dipterocarpus intricatus Dyer
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Dipterocarpaceae

- =

23 31

27

Total 39 tree species
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